
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interested in sharing your expertise? 

Is there a topic you’d like to discuss? 

Have suggestions for speakers? 

 

Sharing expertise and facilitating discussion on the 

supervision of Peers 

UPCOMING PRESENTATION 
 

April 27, 2022 

What's the Difference?  Supervision of 

Recovery Peer Advocates (CRPAs) and 

Peer Specialists   
 

Melissa Wettengel, MPH, NYCPS-P 

and  

Krystle Dixon, CASAC-T, CRPA, CARC 

 

(See Full Description and Presenter Information 

Below) 

 

Join on Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4828414462 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Aviva Cohen at 

acohen@hali88.org 

LONG ISLAND PEER SUPERVISION LEARNING COLLABORATIVE 

Meeting on the last Wednesday of every month from 2:00-3:00 PM 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4828414462


April 27, 2022 from 2:00-3:00 PM 

On Zoom- Click to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4828414462 

 

What's the Difference?  Supervision of Recovery Peer Advocates (CRPAs) and Peer Specialists  
Melissa Wettengel, MPH, NYCPS-P and Krystle Dixon, CASAC-T, CRPA, CARC 

Exploring common solutions and challenges in supervision of various peer roles is valuable.  But 
we know scope of work matters, and there are key differences between the job descriptions of 
peers working in SUD or MH settings.  Understanding the "venn diagram" between the roles 
becomes even more important as our system evolves to include more acute and integrated care 
options.  This session will explore how supervision best practices compare for these two types of 
peer professional roles. 

About the Presenters 
  

Melissa Wettengel, MPH, NYCPS-P serves as the Chief Executive Officer of 
Hands Across Long Island, Inc. (HALI), a peer-run behavioral health non-
profit on Long Island that provides supported housing, homeless outreach, 
forensic and hospital bridging, and a wellness/recovery center.  Prior to 
HALI, Melissa built and directed innovative peer-staffed crisis intervention 
programs, including FCA's Sherpa (peer linkage to services from emergency 
departments) and MHA Nassau's Turquoise House (peer respite/ hospital 
diversion).  Melissa also ran the Long Island Regional Planning Consortium 
(RPC), a multi-stakeholder board identifying and addressing behavioral 

health system issues related to implementation of HCBS, Health Home, CFTSS, and Value Based 
Payment.  Melissa holds an Master's in Public Health from Stony Brook University, and is passionate 
about health interventions that build on the strengths of communities to heal themselves. 
 

 Krystle Dixon, CASAC-T, CRPA, CARC is a person in long-term recovery from 
substance use disorder, an advocate, and a dedicated Peer Professional. She 
began volunteering in 2014 for many local organizations including F.I.S.T. 
and LIRA, and in 2017 began her professional career as a Certified Recovery 
Peer Advocate. Since joining the peer workforce, she quickly excelled in her 
career and held various positions such as the Program Coordinator for the 
Long Island Regional Addiction Resource Center, Program Manager of Thrive, 
Long Island's first Recovery Community and Outreach Center, and Program 
Manager of FCA’s Sherpa Program, Long Island’s first SUD peer engagement 
program in the Emergency Departments of the CHS Hospital System and 
community.  Krystle is currently an Admissions Specialist at Wellbridge 

Addiction Treatment and Research utilizing her lived life experience, education, and skillset as a CRPA as 
the first point of contact with potential patients and/or their loved ones to engage, support, and assist 
them through the process of seeking and obtaining treatment.  In addition to her credentials as a 
CASAC-T, CRPA, and CARC she is also a certified Peer Supervisor, National Trainer for CCAR’s Recovery 
Coach Academy, and is continuing her education to fulfill her passion for helping others while 
supervising, training and guiding CRPA’s as they navigate their roles as “boots on the ground”, highly 
respected, frontline Peer Professionals.  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4828414462

